
How to Conquer Your 
Circumstances:
The story of Joseph

Genesis 37-50
Genesis 39:23 - … the LORD was with him;

and whatever he did, the LORD made it prosper.





I. Three Circumstances in Which it’s 
Hard to Trust God

1. When you are rejected at home.

- Gen. 37:4 But when his brothers saw that their father loved him 
more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak 
peaceably to him.

- Gen. 37:22 “Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit which is in the 
wilderness, and do not lay a hand on him.”

2.  It’s hard to trust God –

When you are tempted and slandered at work.



Genesis 39:7, 10

And it came to pass after these things that his master’s wife 
cast longing eyes on Joseph, and she said, “Lie with me.”… 

10So it was, as she spoke to Joseph day by day, that he did 
not heed her, to lie with her or to be with her.



3.  It’s hard to trust God –
When - you are disappointed by others.

Genesis 40:14, 23 … please show kindness to me; make 
mention of me to Pharaoh, and get me out of this house 
(prison).  

…Yet the chief butler did not remember Joseph, but forgot 
him. 

Genesis 39:23 - the LORD was with him; and whatever he 
did, the LORD made it prosper.



II.  Three Ways to Conquer Your 
Circumstances.

1. Fulfill my responsibilities ANYWAY.

… 23The keeper of the prison did not look into anything that was 
under Joseph’s authority, because the LORD was with him; and 
whatever he did, the LORD made it prosper (Gen. 39:23).

- Pharaoh said, “Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom is the 
Spirit of God?” (Gen. 41:38). 

- He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he 
who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much. (Luke 16:10). 



2.  Conquer your circumstances by maintaining your integrity 
ANYWAY!

- So it was, as she spoke to Joseph day by day, that he did not heed 
her, to lie with her or to be with her. (Gen. 39:10).

- But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Look, my master does 
not know what is with me in the house, and he has committed all 
that he has to my hand. 

- 9There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept back 
anything from me but you, because you are his wife. How then can I 
do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” Gen.39:8-9

Proverbs 14:32 ASV The wicked is thrust down in his evil-doing; But 
the righteous hath a refuge in his death.



3. You conquer your circumstances, as you trust God’s 
Sovereignty ANYWAY!

- And God sent me before you to preserve posterity for you in the 
earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 8So now it 
was not you who sent me here, but God; (Gen. 45:7-8) 



Learn two great lessons of life: 

1) Pain often has a hidden purpose – unseen until 
after the pain is over.

2) God often redirects our lives through apparent 
failure.



Genesis 50:20
Joseph said, 

…you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in 
order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many 
people alive.



Proverbs 3:5-6 
5  Trust in the LORD with all your heart,                                       
And lean not on your own understanding;

6 In all your ways acknowledge Him,                                       
And He shall direct your paths.



Philippians 1:27

Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 
that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear 
of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one 
mind striving together for the faith of the gospel,


